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and had succeeded. This seemed to me all the
more possible as Yusuf Khan of his own accord
said that it was true that the bag was with him
but it could not be cut and repaired. The man
had thought about this course. On the contrary,
Mathias thought this impossible: he believed it so
impossible that the other view seemed to him
insane. As the two parties were speaking, I rea-
lised that the only way to get at the truth was to
put Yusuf Khan off his guard and see what re-
sources he had in repairing stuff of the same kind
as that of which the bag was made. So, I pre-
tended to be greatly displeased with Mathias and
to accept Yusuf Khan's story and, under the guise
of rewarding his honesty, put him into a position
where he would have to deal with carpets and rugs
and similar articles of value near me. I burnt
the end of the carpet which he knew I prized
greatly, without his knowing that I had done it.
He got it repaired so that there was no trace of
the damage by burning. You all know what
followed."
The Vazir asked: uThen Your Majesty did
not suspect Yusuf Khan until he himself spoke of
the impossibility of making a slit in the bag and
repairing it?"
" No, But as he was saying it, I received the
conviction that he should have done the thing